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Note from the President 
Bob Pennington, Santa Fe, NM 
 
Greetings fellow Penstemaniacs.  As you probably know, this year's annual meeting was hosted 
by Jim Swayne and a cast of volunteers in the Walla Walla , Washington area.  Very briefly, they 
did an excellent job of the whole program.  We saw lots of Penstemons in the wild; such as P. 
attenuatus, P. deustus, P. fruticosus, P. pennellianus, P. venustus, and P. gaidneri.  Plus we  
toured the Swayne's garden where it was possible to see a huge collection of Pents, certainly 
many native Southwesterners which looked bigger and better than I've seen in the wild.  To Jim 
and his crew, thank you for a job very well done.    
     An aspect of the annual meetings which might be overlooked by those who don't attend is the 
opportunity for fellowship with fellow Penstemaniacs.  Truly this experience is something 
special.        A brief business meeting was held, and surprise, nobody volunteered on the spot to 
host next year's meeting.  Utah was the site most expressed by the membership, and as a 
consequence I am working with some Utah folks in hopes that we can tour the Beehive State 
next season.  Don't pack your bags quite yet, however.  
     This has been a very productive Penstemon year in my garden, and I hope that it has been 
likewise for all of you.  
 
 
 
Note from the Editor 
Dale Lindgren, Editor 
 
     A few bits and pieces from the editor  for the APS members.  Thanks to all of those who 
contributed articles and information for this issue of the bulletin.  It really helps, as well, when 
they are sent by email or disc.  
      In the last issue of the bulletin, page 60, in the robin letter from Kari Wang of Norway, your 
editor misprinted the amount of snow received during the year. It should have read 2.20 meters 
instead of 2.20 inches. Kari says “Although 2.20 meters of snow is a lot, it is not the record, 
which was almost 2.70 meters 3 years ago!”  That is a lot of snow! 
     Ken Lodewick has asked me to let the APS membership know that some people who have 
ordered the Penstemon Key from Ken and Robin have been including too much money.  Postage 
is included in the price.   
     It has also been brought to the editor’s attention that some of the area codes for member’s 
phone numbers are incorrect.  Please correct these when renewing your membership.   
      
 
 
SEED EXCHANGE REMINDER 
   Don’t forget to collect penstemon seed this summer and fall for the APS seed exchange. As of 
July, I have  collected seed  of Penstemon angustifolius, P. grandiflorus and P. nitidus.  Others 
will be ready soon. 
 



 

PENSTEMON “PULCHELLUS” LINDL [= P. CAMPANULATUS (CAV.) 
WILLD.]:   A SPECIOUS MEMBER OF NEW MEXICO’S FLORA 
 
 John P. Hubbard, Española, NM 
(Printed with permission from THE NEW MEXICO BOTANIST No. 11:6-7, May 21, 1999) 
 
     Penstemon campanulatus (Cav.) Willd. (Scrophulariaceae) is a Mexican species that ranges  from the 
mountains bordering the northern plateau southeastward to the Trans-Volcanic region (Straw 1963).  The 
only record attributed to the U.S. is based on two collections made by Edgar A. Mearns, while he was 
with the U.S.-Mexico boundary survey of 1892-1894 (Mearns 1907).  These specimens (Mearns 2112 and 
2222) were collected  on 5 and 11 September 1893 in the San Luis Mountains (Warren L. Wagner pers. 
comm.), a primarily Sonoran and Chihuahuan range with a minor extension into New Mexico.  These 
supposed U.S. occurrences were first reported by Wooton and Standley (1915), who referred them to P. 
pulchellus Lindl.--which Straw (op. cit.) considers a synonym of the nominate subspecies of P. 
campanulatus.   Although Nisbet and Jackson (1960) followed Wooton and Standley in attributing these 
specimens to New Mexico, they went on to state that the “existence [of this taxon in the state] is very 
doubtful.”  They also questioned the validity of P. pulchellus as a species, pointing out its close 
resemblance to P. campanulatus of central Mexico.  Straw (op.cit.) went further, first in assigning Mearns 
2222 to P. campanulatus ssp. chihuahuensis Straw, and then in attributing it to Chihuahua rather than 
New Mexico.  However, he provided no explanation for the latter, nor did he make any mention of 
Mearns’ other 1893 collection (no. 2112).  Presumably as a consequence, several recent works have 
continued to list P. campanulatus (or “pulchellus”) as a member of the floras of New Mexico (e.g., 
Martin and Hutchins 1981, Roalson and Allred 1995) and the U.S. (e.g., Kartesz 1998).   Nonetheless, the 
available evidence supports the positions of Nisbet and Jackson (op. cit.) and Straw (op. cit.), notably in 
showing that both Mearns’ P. campanulatus specimens almost certainly came from Mexico.  Given this 
and the absence of any other known U.S. collection(s) of this taxon, I recommend that it be removed as a 
member of the floras of New Mexico and the U.S. 
     Thanks to W.L. Wagner (pers. comm.) of the U.S. National Herbarium (US), I was able to obtain the 
following details about these two Mearns’ specimens of P. campanulatus ssp. chihuahuensis: no. 2112 
(US 232994), base of San Luis Mts. up to 6000 ft., Sept. 5, 1893; no. 2222 (US 233447), cañon [on the] 
east side San Luis Mts., Sept. 11, 1893.  Note that neither specimen has a state or country of origin, 
although Dr. Wagner informs me that 2112 was filed in the collection in a U.S./Canada folder and 2222 in 
a Mexican one.  Unfortunately, this lack of geographic specificity typifies many plants and animals 
collected by Mearns et al. in the San Luis Mountains and vicinity, in contrast with material obtained 
elsewhere during the 1892-1894 boundary survey.  For example, state and country are lacking for most 
bird specimens I have examined from that range, as well the majority of mammals cited in the only 
biological report published from the survey (Mearns 1907).  I have no idea why material from this 
particular area so consistently lacks state/country of origin.  However, it could simply result from an 
oversight that Mearns did not notice and obviously never corrected.  For certain, I cannot believe that 
country of origin was omitted because of confusion about the boundary’s location, given the presence of 
surveyors and markers along the survey route.  The same would have been true in locating New Mexico’s 
borders, although admittedly some confusion may have existed (and persisted) concerning the boundary 
between Chihuahua and Sonora. 
     In attempting to determine the country/state of origin of these two Penstemon campanulatus 
specimens, two potential sources of information come to mind.  One is Mearns’ fieldnotes for his 
botanical collections, which Dr. Wagner (pers. comm.) has consulted for me and finds inferior in detail to 
the following.  The second is the afore-mentioned report published by Mearns (1907), which besides a 
treatise on mammals contains detailed information on itineraries, descriptions of sites, and the biological 
activities of that boundary survey.  Although neither of Mearns’ specimens is mentioned, this report does 



 

detail collecting activities for the dates on which this material was taken. Starting with specimen no. 
2222, Mearns (op.cit.:15, 88-90, and 143-144) indicated that his party began the day it was collected 
(September 11, 1893) at White Water (Station 16).  This was a camp located on an arroyo (probably El 
Desaije) about one mile south of Monument 61 in Chihuahua.  On that morning, the party rode to San 
Francisco Canyon (Station 18) on the east side of the San Luis Mountains, about 10 miles south of  the 
boundary.  In fact, the latter is doubtlessly the diagonal (and horseback) distance to this canyon, for 
Mearns also said the site was five miles southwest of Monument 63.  There is indeed a San Francisco 
Canyon on the east side of the San Luis Mountains of Chihuahua, with its western branches lying five to 
seven miles due south of the boundary.  However, this is rather minor drainage, and it does not penetrate 
deeply or reach the higher elevations of these mountains.  Given this, I suspect that Mearns and his party 
were actually in a drainage about a mile to the north, namely Cañón del Oso.  Not only is this longer and 
deeper than San Francisco Canyon, but it clearly heads in the type of forested habitat (e.g., stands of 
Arizona cypress,  Cupressus arizonica Green) mentioned by Mearns--and would more likely have 
contained the stream of water described.   Whatever the case, Mearns indicated that “valuable collections 
were made here, as many of the species obtained belong to the Mexican fauna and flora, only crossing the 
United States line at a few points.”   After working its way up the canyon to “the high peaks” of the range 
(to ca. 7500 feet), the party apparently returned to camp lower down the drainage (or they might have 
returned to White Water).  Either way, Mearns and the others  remained in Chihuahua all day on 
September 11, 1893, meaning that specimen no. 2222 was indeed taken in that state--doubtlessly in the 
San Luis Mountains (as surmised by Straw 1963)--and quite likely in Cañón del Oso rather than San 
Francisco Canyon.      
     As for specimen no. 2112, it was collected on September 5, 1893--which was within a period (the first 
through ninth of that month) in which Mearns (op.cit.: 15, 89-93, and 144) and his party were camped at 
Lang’s Ranch (or San Luis Spring), elevation 5174 feet, in the Animas Valley (Station no. 20).  This site 
is located in extreme southern Hidalgo County, New Mexico, just north of the Mexican border and yards 
north of the present settlement of El Valle, Chihuahua.  From this camp, Mearns and others explored 
nearby areas, including what he termed the “west [= northern, apparently  mainly west and north of the 
Continental Divide] slope from the base to the summit” of the San Luis Mountains.  Concerning the latter 
area, Mearns (op.cit.:90) went on to write that  “a camp at the spring in Turkey Canyon, at a 
corresponding altitude [to upper “San Francisco” Canyon (= Cañón el Oso?) in the cypress zone] on the 
west side, [was a center] of collecting activity for several weeks [in 1892-1893].  A few lines later he 
indicated that he “made collections in the [San Luis] Mountains on...August 31 and September 1, 4, 5, 6, 
and 7, 1893, west side from base to summit, in the vicinity of Turkey Canyon.”   Based on these 
comments, it is clear that Mearns collected specimens in Turkey Canyon when his no.  2112 of P. 
campanulatus was taken (September 5, 1893).  Furthermore, his plant list shows the site supported the 
type of habitats that would have favored this species, including the Arizona cypress and bigtooth maple 
(Acer grandidentatum Nutt.).  Under the circumstances, I believe this specimen was indeed collected in 
that canyon, which almost certainly is what is now known  as Cañón del Diablo.  If this assessment is 
correct, then specimen no. 2112 was taken in Chihuahua at a point some three to five miles due south of 
the U.S. boundary.   
     Based on these reconstructions, both Mearns’ specimens (nos. 2112 and 2222) of Penstemon 
campanulatus ssp. chihuahuensis were taken in Chihuahua, and therefore this taxon should be removed 
from the floras of the U.S. and New Mexico.  If this recommendation is accepted, it will correct an error 
dating from the time of Wooton and Standley (1915).  If not, then presumably proponents of a New 
Mexico origin of the material will marshal evidence contradicting the reconstruction presented here.  In 
my opinion, not to be construed as such “evidence” would be Wooton and Standley’s decision 
considering these as U.S. specimens in the first place.  This is because that decision was seemingly 
arbitrary and subjective, rather than based on close study of factors such as specimen data, Mearns’ 
itinerary, and the habitat requirements of the plant.  In fact, the same flawed approach probably attended 
their review of other Mearns’ specimens from the San Luis Mountains, with another likely error being 



 

attribution of Eriogonum atrorubens Engelm. to the U.S. flora (W. Hess pers. comm.).  Furthermore, the 
misrepresentation of Mearns’ records from there did not end with Wooton and Standley or plants, as is 
evident with some of the birds reported in Bailey (1928).  Among the latter are three specimens of the 
blue-throated hummingbird, Lampornis clemenciae (Lesson), said to be from the Lang Ranch, July 11-12, 
1892 (op.cit.:371).  However, the labels state these came from the west side of the San Luis Mountains, 
where Mearns (1907:90) indicated a collecting camp was maintained in Turkey Canyon by his assistant 
Francis X. Holzner on July 11-23, 1892--exactly where this montane species would be expected.  To 
return to P. campanulatus, just because Mearns did not collect it in New Mexico does not mean that it 
will not be found there some day.  This would most likely occur during wet years, in which high seed 
production to the south and improved growing conditions everywhere might favor the species’ northward 
expansion.  Perhaps the New Mexico area with the highest potential for this would be the upper parts of 
Lang, Whitewater, or other canyons in the northernmost spur of the San Luis Mountains.  In fact, a 
specimen has been collected in the Chihuahuan portion of this spur, about a mile south of the international 
boundary.  This is NMC 53383, taken by Richard Spellenberg and Rob Soreng on October 10, 1982, just 
south of Highway 2 in an east-draining canyon [=  Cañón de San Luis].  However, that site is still 
undeniably in Mexico, and so this taxon’s occurrence in New Mexico (and the U.S.) will remain 
unproved until an unquestionable authentic record is obtained from north of the boundary! 
      From a biological standpoint, whether Mearns collected Penstemon campanulatus in the San Luis 
Mountains of the U.S. or Mexico is of minor significance.  After all, geopolitical boundaries have little to 
do with the natural world, as most are arbitrary and not expected to conform with or reflect patterns of 
biotic distribution.  In fact many taxa in this particular region are shared between the two countries, 
including Mexican montane forms that extend into the border ranges in New Mexico and/or Arizona.  On 
the other hand, regional biotas are typically defined in  geopolitical terms, such as the flora of the U.S. or 
New Mexico.  As a consequence, it is important to have the most accurate information possible on the 
ranges of  component taxa.  In addition, geopolitical boundaries can be a factor in the way taxa are 
managed, which may result in biological consequences.  For example, a number of vertebrates common in 
Mexico are rare and local in the southwestern U.S., to the point of being listed as endangered or 
threatened taxa in states such as New Mexico.  This listing in turn lead to improved  management of 
wildlife habitat, which can benefit both listed and other organisms.   Finally, some taxa do reach 
distributional limits in the U.S.-Mexican border region, as exemplified by the population of Penstemon 
campanulatus in the San Luis Mountains of Chihuahua (and doubtlessly adjacent Sonora).  As such, these 
populations can provide insights into the parameters that control the distribution of given organisms, such 
as climate, resource availability, biological factors, and paleontological/historical events.   
     I wish to acknowledge first and foremost Warren L. Wagner, who did much to elucidate the flora of 
New Mexico’s Animas Mountains (master’s thesis at the University of New Mexico), where Penstemon 
campanulatus has been long sought but apparently never found.  Dr. Wagner provided me with crucial 
information on E. A. Mearns’ two specimens (nos. 2112 and 2222) of this species, which are housed in 
the U.S. National Herbarium.  In addition, I also thank William Hess, Richard Spellenberg, and Rob 
Soreng for information they provided on plants in the San Luis Mountains and vicinity.  Finally, I salute 
the excellent work of Dr. Mearns and his associates during the 1892-1894 boundary survey, without 
which we would not have these and many other biological specimens to study and learn from.  I am 
certain they would be glad that the material is still being utilized, although not to the degree that it should 
be (or have been).  In this regard, I would like to point out that Mearns prepared an extensive report that 
detailed the biological and related findings from that survey (Hume 1942).  Unfortunately, the U.S. 
Congress failed to appropriate funds to publish the full report, and so only the first volume was ever 
printed (Mearns 1907).  Perhaps the Smithsonian Institution or others should consider exhuming, 
updating, and publishing the remaining portion of the report, which would provide a unparalleled picture 
of the biota of the boundary at the close of the 19th century.  Moreover, such a publication could also 
address other “specious” records like that of P. campanulatus, which persist even though over a century 
has passed since they were first obtained!       
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PENSTEMON SPINULOSUS WOOTON AND STANDLEY: 
NEW MEXICO ENDEMIC, ERROR, OR INTRODUCTION? 
 
 John P. Hubbard, Española, NM (Printed with permission from the THE NEW 
MEXICO BOTANIST No. 12:1-4, July 6, 1999) 
 
      Penstemon spinulosus was described by Wooton and Standley (1913) on the 
basis of a George R. Vasey specimen (U.S. National Herbarium no. 156865), 
which was said to have been collected in June 1881 in the Magdalena Mountains, 
Socorro County, New Mexico.  Since its description, this taxon has been variously 
treated--including as a full species (e.g., Wooton and Standley op. cit., 1915); a 
subspecies of P. heterophyllus Lindl. (Keck 1932, Lodewick and Lodewick 1987); 
and a synonym of P. bridgesii Gray [= P. rostriflorus Kellogg] (Tidestrom and 
Kittell 1941), Martin and Hutchins 1981, Roalson and Allred 1995).  In other 
instances, its existence as a New Mexico taxon has either been overlooked/ignored 



 

(e.g., Nisbet and Jackson 1960; Kartesz 1998) or disputed (Bleakly 1998), 
assuming the latter’s  rejection of P. heterophyllus as a member of that flora 
actually refers to spinulosus--treated as a subspecies of that species  Given this 
range of opinions, a status review of this taxon would seem in order--if for no other 
reason than to summarize and update what is known about Penstemon spinulosus 
for people interested in the plants of New Mexico. 
     In describing Penstemon spinulosus, Wooton and Standley (1913) gave the 
following diagnosis:  “Stems slender, ascending, 20 to 30 cm. high, purplish, 
minutely puberulent; leaves linear-oblanceolate to linear-lanceolate, numerous, 
obtuse or acute, slightly reduced upward, glabrous, narrowed at the base to sessile, 
5 cm. long or less; bracts linear-lanceolate, 1 to 2 cm. long; inflorescence few-
flowered; pedicels short, stout; sepals 7 mm. high, the lobes lanceolate, rather 
abruptly acuminate, not scarious, glabrous, the tips spreading; corolla 3 cm. long, 
dilated in the throat, not bearded, the spreading limbs 2 cm. wide; stamens 
included; anthers sagittate, dehiscent for half their length, finely spinulose along 
the sutures.”  They also stated that “This is more closely related to P. bridgesii  
than to any other southwestern species, but it may be separated by the glabrous 
instead of glandular inflorescence and the much dilated corolla tube.  Whether the 
corollas are red as in that species cannot be told from the faded dried specimens.”   
Although not stated as such, the basis for this presumed relationship undoubtedly 
had to do with the means by which the anthers open (dehisce) to disperse pollen in 
these two species.  In both, dehiscence occurs via a short 



 

suture, slit, or orifice across the connective, with the free tips of the anthers 
remaining closed (e.g., Nisbet and Jackson 1960).  By contrast, in other New 
Mexico penstemons the anthers open from the free tips all or part way to the 
connective region.  Incidentally, I assume that Wooton and Standley (op. cit.) 
selected the name spinulosus for this taxon because of the spines along this suture, 
as quoted above. 
      As far as I am aware, the next serious taxonomic treatment of Penstemon 
spinulosus following its description was by David D. Keck (1932), in the first of a 
series of landmark papers on the genus published through 1945.  In the former, he 
accepted spinulosus as a valid taxon, but assigned it subspecific status under 
Penstemon heterophyllus Lindl. of California.  This determination was based on 
his study of the type specimen, which he cited as being from the Santa Magdalena 
Mountains of New Mexico.  In discussing his findings, Keck (op. cit.:410) 
indicated that spinulosus  was most like P.h. ssp. purdyi Keck of central and 
northern California, but differing in having the “teeth [spines] margining [the] 
orifice of the anthers stout, subulate, often curved, not crowded, [and] as much as 
0.40 mm long.”    He further stated (op. cit.: 410 and 413) that “It cannot be said 
that spinulosus has any discernable strong morphological characters on which to 
stand.  But it should be recalled that the only known collection came from a little-
frequented portion of New Mexico so many years ago that it would seem certainly 
to be native to that region rather than an introduction by man.  The type specimen 
is well faded and scarcely complete enough to assure a complete comparison with 
purdyi.  [However,] no California collection has been observed to have anthers 
directly comparable to those of spinulosus, so that the differences which at first 
appear trivial seem to be definite.  Other characters have failed to disclose 
themselves but may be noted when the subspecies is recollected in New Mexico.  
Apparently this is a migrant from California at an early time when the desert 
region was a less imposing barrier to such a migration.  At all events, spinulosus 
connects definitely with [P.] heterophyllus of California, rather than with any of 
the Utah or Great Basin species of the Section [Saccanthera].”  
     Although my review is not exhaustive, Keck’s views on the taxonomic status of 
Penstemon spinulosus have apparently been accepted by most serious students of 
this genus.  For example, in the most recent American Penstemon Society checklist 
(Lodewick and Lodewick 1987), spinulosus is listed as one of four accepted 
subspecies of Penstemon heterophyllus--the others being restricted to California.   
However, for reasons that are not clear to me, Nisbet and Jackson (1960) made no 
mention of spinulosus in their monumental treatise on the penstemons of New 
Mexico.  It is difficult to believe they overlooked it, for it certainly would have 
been noted in consulting Wooton and Standley (1913, 1915) during the course of 



 

their study.  Perhaps instead they assumed that the taxon was described from an 
erroneously labelled specimen, i.e., one that had come from California rather than 
New Mexico.  In fact, F.S. Crosswhite (pers. comm., Sep. 30, 1984) indicated to 
me that Keck may have later concluded this himself--although I have not found 
such a conclusion in print.  Later works on New Mexico plants by Tidestrom and 
Kittell (1941), Martin and Hutchins (1981), and Roalson and Allred (1995) did 
treat Penstemon spinulosus, although all placed it in the synonomy of P. bridgesii 
Gray [= P. rostriflorus Kellogg].  I suspect this resulted from oversight rather than 
any disagreement with views expressed by Keck (1932), for these two taxa have 
little in common beyond the way their anthers dehisce.  Finally, in a publication I 
have not seen (i.e., U.S.D.A. 1994--or is it 1997?), P. heterophyllus is listed as a 
New Mexico species--presumably based on Keck’s (op. cit.) inclusion of 
spinulosus in that species.  However, Bleakly (1998) rejects heterophyllus as a 
New Mexico species, whether the name is applied to the California species (as 
discussed above) or the Utah endemic P. sepalulus A. Nels. (of which he regards 
heterophyllus S. Wats. as a synonym; however, Lodewick and Lodewick [1987] 
consider the latter synonymous with P. azureus Benth. of Oregon and California). 
     Based on what is now known, I believe Keck’s (1932) taxonomic assessment of 
Penstemon spinulosus is fundamentally correct--notably that this taxon is so 
similar to P. heterophyllus Lindl. as to be conspecific and thus included under that 
older name.  As to whether spinulosus  is a valid subspecies, it should be recalled 
that Keck found this taxon to differ in only minor degree from Penstemon 
heterophyllus ssp. purdyi.  In addition, spinulosus apparently remains known only 
from the unique type, which means its distinguishing characteristics rest on a 
single collection.  As such, these could represent individual variation rather than 
the characteristics of an entire population.  Thus, it seems safe to say that the 
infraspecific status of spinulosus is less certain than that at the species level.  
Beyond this, it should be empahsized that except for spinulosus, P. heterophyllus is 
otherwise a strict endemic of California.  There, it is occupies an area extending 
from the southwestern to northwestern sections of the state (west of the Sierra 
Nevada), with an elevational range of 50 to 1600 m (Kartesz 1998).  (It seems 
likely the species would also occur in northwestern Baja California, based on the 
availability of seemingly habitat there.)  
     Given the species’ distributional metropolis in California, the authenticity of 
alleged New Mexico specimen of Penstemon heterophyllus is certainly open to 
question--even if it does represent a distinct subspecies.  Not only has spinulosus 
never been recollected, but P. heterophyllus is not known to occur in Arizona 
(Kearney and Peebles 1960) or even most of eastern California (Kartesz op. cit.).  
Surely, if the species were indeed relictual in western New Mexico (as presumed 



 

by Keck 1932), one would expect at least scatttered populations in the intervening 
area.  In fact, a number of penstemons do display such a distribution, including P. 
rostriflorus, P. eatonii Gray, and P. pseudospectabilis M.E. Jones--which reach 
their eastern limits in western New Mexico.  It should also be noted that P. 
heterophyllus is a member of the Section Saccanthera of  the genus Penstemon, 
which contains 18-20 species found primarily in California and the Great Basin--
with none in Arizona and only P. heterophyllus ssp. spinulosus allegedly from 
New Mexico (Lodewick and Lodewick 1987, Kartesz 1998).  Taken together, this 
body of evidence suggests that regardless of its subspecific validity, it seems 
unlikely the type of spinulosus actually came from New Mexico.  As a 
consequentce, the most likely explanation for the record is that the specimen was 
indeed mislabelled--having actually been taken in California rather than New 
Mexico. 
     As indicated earlier, the collector of the type of spinulosus was George R. 
Vasey (1822-1893), a respected botanist especially known for his studies of North 
American grasses (e.g., Vasey [and Richardson] 1889).  As for his collecting plants 
in New Mexico, there is no question that he indeed did so between May and 
September 1881 (e.g., Wooton and Standley 1913).  In fact, in addition to 
Penstemon spinulosus, that material also provided types for seven other plants 
described by Wooton and Standley (op. cit.).  Moreover, additional of  his 1881 
collections were cited by those authors in discussing distribution in other New 
Mexico plants, including from Socorro and the Magdalena Mountains (Socorro 
Co.), Glorieta (Santa Fe Co.), and the Organ Mountains (Doña Ana Co.).  Except 
for the type of spinulosus, I find no case in which Vasey’s collection localities are 
at variance with those now known for plants in the state.  Illustrative of this are 
other penstemons he collected there in 1881, of which I examined specimens of six 
species and subspecies (plus one hybrid) at the U.S. National Herbarium in 1991.  
These included material from what Vasey called “Santa Magdalena Mountain,” 
namely a specimen of  P. jamesii ssp. ophianthus (Penn.) Keck  and another of the 
hybrid  P. thurberi Torr. X P. ambiguus Torr.  The latter bore the additional term 
“plain” after the locality, no doubt in reference to grasslands north of the 
Magdalenas--where such a population was later studied by Nisbet and Jackson 
(1960).   
     Although suggestive, the above obviously does not preclude the possibility that 
Vasey incorrectly labelled some of the New Mexico plants he collected in 1881, 
most notably in the case of the type of Penstemon spinulosus.   The fact is that 
virtually all collectors occasionally mislabel specimens, and quite likely Vasey was 
no exception to this rule.  In fact, other evidence might do more to advance this 
possibilty, such as a revelation that Vasey was a chronic mislabeler of specimens, 



 

or that some of his 1881 material became intermixed with other collections.  On 
the other hand, in the absence of such findings and given that Vasey did indeed 
collect plants in the Magdalenas that year,  it is possible he actually did secure the 
type of spinulosus there.  If so, this would fit Keck’s (1932) perception of this 
taxon as a naturally-occurring population of P. heterophyllus, as disjunct from 
others in California as it might be.  However, another possibility is that the 
Magdalenas occurrence of this species resulted from an introduction by 19th-
century humans.   
     While Keck (1932) believed the early date of collection mitigated against 
Penstemon heterophyllus having been introduced into the Magdalenas, he may 
have underestimated the potential for this to have occurred.  While there were 
certainly no easy means of transit or largescale human movements from California 
to the Magdalena region as of 1881, horseback and wagon travel by a select few 
was another matter.  For example, prospectors,  miners, and their ilk had been 
moving about the western U.S. since the 1840-1850's searching for mineral riches, 
and that travel was certainly not limited to an east-to-west direction.  In fact, 
Stanley (1973) wrote that “soldiers from California stationed in New Mexico 
during the Civil War made unsuccessful efforts to locate gold, silver, [and] copper 
[in the Magdalena Mountains]”--which would have been 15-20 years before 
Vasey’s visit .  By 1866, a promising mineral discovery had been made in the 
range, and an 1879 boom led by silver and then zinc resulted in the establishment 
of the mining town of Kelly (Julyan 1996).  Miners and others flocked to the area 
from a variety of places, including California.  By the beginning of 1880, at least 
200 people were working in the area (Stanley op. cit.), and the population of Kelly 
eventually reached 3000 (Julyan op. cit.).  Given these events, it is conceivable that 
seeds of P. heterophyllus could found their way into wagons or packs in California, 
then been transported to establish a population of this species in the Magdalena 
Mountains.   If this produced even a temporary population of the species there, 
Vasey could have collected specimens and never had an inkling the occurrence 
was anything out of the ordinary.     
     If 19th-century humans indeed brought Penstemon heterophyllus from 
California into the Magdalena Mountains, this would constitute the earliest 
introduction of a non-native penstemon into the wild in New Mexico.  However, it 
would not be the only or last such instance, and in fact the process may be 
escalating--as discussed below.  Among other likely examples was a population of 
P. palmeri Gray documented by Nisbet and Jackson (1960) in 1959, growing along 
U.S. Highway 66, some 70 miles east of Albuquerque in the Pedernal Hills, 
Torrance County.  This occurrence represented the first confirmed state record of 
this species, but even earlier may have been a population in eastern Santa Fe 



 

County.  The latter was along the Santa Fe Trail east of Santa Fe, where pointed 
out to me in the 1980's by a longtime resident (and wildflower enthusiast)--who 
said the species had been there for decades and had not been planted by anyone to 
his knowledge.  In both cases, the New Mexico “colonies” were some 300 miles 
east of central Arizona, the nearest place where natural populations of the species 
occur (Kearny and Peebles 1960).  Another obvious introduction is that of P. 
cobaea Nutt. of the humid southern Great Plains and vicinity, wild populations of 
which has been found 150 or more miles  to the west in Sandoval, Taos, and Santa 
Fe counties (occurrences in Quay County might represent a natural population).  
These records date from the 1970's and 1980's, which coincides with rising local 
popularity of penstemons as cultivated plants--a factor that obviously increases the 
potential for non-native species to spread into the wild.  (An even earlier arrival of 
this species at Flagstaff, Arizona led to the collection of what became the type for 
P. hansonii A. Nels. [Kearney and Peebles 1960]!).  Finally, road and highway 
departments have also become agents in the extralimital dispersal of penstemons, 
namely through the inclusion of the seeds in mixes broadcast to stabilize and 
beautify transportation corridors.  For example, there are several collections of P. 
strictus Benth. from along roadways in Catron and Grant counties, where this 
Rocky Mountain species is certainly not native and was unknown in the wild 
before the 1970's. 
     Of the three scenarios discussed here, mislabelling is admittedly the most 
plausible explanation for the alleged occurrence of Penstemon heterophyllus in 
New Mexico’s Magdalena Mountains in 1881.  While the this scenario may not be 
supported by evidence presented here, it certainly deserves further examination--
including along a number of additional avenues of inquiry.  For example, if Vasey 
kept a catalog, journal, and/or notes, these might contain some indication of 
whether he indeed collected this penstemon in New Mexico.  In addition, a 
comparison of the type of spinulosus with other Vasey material might also prove 
useful, including to confirm this was indeed one of his specimens.  Yet other 
insights might be gained from examination of the U.S. National Herbarium 
catalog, such as determining when, by whom, and other details concerning the 
accessioning of the type into that collection.  In the case of the date, this obviously 
could have been any time after the type was collected (1881) and before spinulosus 
was described (1913).  It may be the longer it took to accession the specimen, 
perhaps the more likely it may have been mislabelled.  As for Vasey himself, it 
would be would be interesting to know when and if he ever collected plants within 
the range of P. heterophyllus--especially prior to the accession date of the type of 
spinulosus.   



 

     Clearly, if evidence emerges suggesting the type of Penstemon heterophyllus 
ssp. spinulosus did not come from New Mexico, then the taxon should be deleted 
from the flora of the state.  However, if such is not forthcoming, then the 
possibility will remain that the record is valid on its face--which means the type 
could have indeed originated in New Mexico.  Given this, what factors might help 
determine whether this represents a relictual or an introduced population?  As 
indicated earlier, although Keck (1932) found only minor differences between 
spinulosus and other P. heterophyllus populations, he considered these adequate to 
accord the former subspecific status.  However, a restudy of specimens might 
provide new insights into geographic variation in this complex, with particular 
emphasis applied to the anther characters used by Keck to distinguish spinulosus.  
Once completed, two possible outcomes might result--the first showing that 
spinulosus characters are also present in California populations of P. heterophyllus, 
and the second that they are not.  If the characters hold up, this would support 
Keck’s perception of spinulosus as a relictual population of this species.  If they do 
not, this would argue for “spinulosus “ resulting from a recent introduction of P. 
heterophyllus into New Mexico (or a mislabelled collection).  However, a possible 
complication is that some characters in this complex may vary ecotypically, e.g., 
the teeth around the anther sutures could be better developed in plants growing in 
more arid areas.  If this were the case, then a population of P. heterophyllus in the 
Magdalenas could prove divergent but still be introduced!    
     My point is that no guarantee exists that further study will fully resolve 
questions concerning the origin of the type and thus the status of Penstemon 
heterophyllus ssp. spinulosus (Wooton and Standley) Keck.  Thus, one may still 
end up having to choose among scenarios in seeking such resolution, which could 
then decide this taxon’s place in the state’s flora.  Whatever the choice, hopefully it 
will be arrived at through the broadest and most objective approach possible, rather 
than subjective or arbitrary judgment.  No taxon deserves the latter treatment, even 
though this has been the fate of Penstemon spinulosus by dent of its being ignored, 
incorrectly synonymized, or dismissed because of doubts about its legitimacy as a 
member of New Mexico’s flora.  Indeed, until and even after its status is resolved, 
both the type and the taxon it spawned should continue to be matters of interest--if 
not attention--for New Mexico botanists.  After all, the process of determining the 
status and relationships of living organisms is ongoing, and today’s dictum may be 
tomorrow’s erroneous conclusion.  If anyone doubts this, a case in point is 
Penstemon metcalfei Wooton and Standley, a taxon described from the Black 
Range and long relegated to the synonymy of P. whippleanus Gray (e.g., Keck 
1945).  Quite to the contrary, Todsen (1998) has shown that P. metcalfei is in fact a 
distinctive member of the Oliganthi alliance, which in New Mexico consists of 



 

four other nominal species (Crosswhite 1965).  Oddly enough, no member of this 
group had previously been reported from the Black Range, and now we can see 
why!  Who knows?  Perhaps further inquiry will be equally revealing in the case of 
Penstemon heterophyllus ssp. spinulosus, which certainly populates New Mexico’s 
botanical archives--if not a site somewhere in the wild.          
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2001 APS Annual Meeting, June 15th to June 17th

 
Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe, NM 
 
     About forty-five people gathered early on a clear Friday morning,  June 15th, for the first trip into the 
Blue Mountains of Washington and Oregon, beginning the memorable  2001 American Penstemon 
Society Annual Meeting.  We headed east into the Mill Creek area where a good gravel road took us up to 
5500 feet.  The first penstemon to greet us was cream-colored P. deustus var. variabilis among the 
volcanic rocks of a cliff on one side of the road and at its base.  We travelled through  a mixed conifer 
forest with many flowering shrubs and deciduous trees edging the road.   Common at lower elevations 
were mock orange, wild roses and elderberry.  Pink Clarkia pulchella, yellow sedums  and blue Lupinus 
leucophyllus  lined the roadside.  Soon  the road began climbing and beautiful clumps of P. venustus  
were also found clinging to the cliff and at its base.  They ranged in color from  orchid to blue-lavender 
and red-violet.   It was difficult to stop snapping pictures!  As we climbed  the shrubs became ninebark 
and ceanothus and maples and willows appeared. Other flowers  in constantly changing combinations 
were Eriophyllum lanatum (Oregon Sunshine), creamy eriogonums, white yarrow, blue tritelia,  scarlet 



 

castillejas,  blue delphinium and yellow Arnica cordifolia.   At higher elevations were a striking yellow 
lupine and blue Penstemon attenuatus.  One distinctly different penstemon almost in the road was 
tentatively identified by Bob Pennington as Penstemon speciosus!  Before we turned around we were in 
Alpine country and small treasures identified were  polemonium, anemone, violas, alliums,  thlaspi, 
erythronium, valeriana, claytonia and synthris. 
     After descending the mountain we were provided delicious lunches at the lovely green Rook Park 
beside Mill Creek and then went to the home of our hosts, Jim and Susan Swayne, to be overwhelmed by 
their display of  well over a hundred penstemon species, cultivars and hybrids as well as colorful poppies, 
roses, other perennials, annuals, vegetables and interesting shrubs, bee hives and horses!  Their property 
is just  across the border between  Oregon and Washington and was a former alfalfa field, no doubt 
enriched by Mt. St, Helen’s ash.   Jim says they fall into USDA Zone 6, and he does not need to add 
fertilizer and seldom has to water his penstemons.  A low berm displays many of the Ericopsis species, 
most of which had finished blooming, but still with flowers was beautiful silvery-foliaged  Penstemon 
californicus, which immediately joined my list of wants.  Among a shrub border were large clumps of 
several eastern  species making an excellent show.   There were  Penstemons smallii, calycosus, 
canescens, digitalis and ’Husker Red’.   Out in the open in  rectangular plots were the largest clumps of P. 
barbatus  I have ever seen, as well as  P. commarhenus,  many-stemmed P. nudiflorus clumps,  big 
Southwestern species such as clutei, palmeri, pseudospectabilis and eatonii, barbatus hybrids, Bruce 
Meyer  Mexicana hybrids and uncounted others.   Many rolls of film were used on this great display and 
Andrea Wolfe found many samples to take for her work on the penstemon tree.  Many left with seedlings 
and plants from Jim’s collection! 
     In the evening we gathered at the Three Rivers Winery for a wine-tasting and wonderful dinner after 
which Bruce Barnes gave a very interesting demonstration of  new software he has created for 
identification of wildflowers on a small portable laptop computer that can be carried into the field.   He 
has discs available for several  of the northwestern states. For more information about them, visit his web 
site - http://www.xidservices.com/FID.   He was followed by Andrea giving a progress report on her 
work, which she expects to finish and publish by the end of this year  or early next year.  She has found 
that the Dasanthera species are the oldest penstemons, not the Utah species as previously thought, and has 
traced lines of descent from them.  After her talk, Ellen Wilde announced that a publisher has shown 
interest in our book and we are still looking for good pictures.  Check Andrea Wolfe’s Penstemon web 
site for  a list of needed pictures and information on progress toward getting it out.   Members slides were 
then shown and Connie Marsch brought in many stems of penstemons from her garden to show. 
      Saturday was another beautiful morning and we drove south through rolling hills of grains, onions and 
peas, through Milton Freewater and Tollgate into forests of Larch and Fir to Andy Huber’s beautiful 
property of 160 acres which he is protecting as the Growiser Preserve.   We walked through meadows 
lush with flowers, grasses and Penstemon attenuatus, through woodlands where he showed us how he is 
cultivating the rare orchid, Cypripedium montanum, which takes about five years to reach blooming size, 
and others, and then on to the top of the hill with outlooks in every direction and patches of gorgeous blue 
Penstemons pennellianus and speciosus.  Andy provided seeds of both species for everyone! We had 
another  excellent lunch at this beautiful overlook and then went over another forest road that took us to a 
site where we found  more lupines, eriogonums, erigerons, delphiniums, phlox, potentillas, violas, Cat’s 
ear Calochortus,  P. attenuatus,P. fruticosus and P. gairdneri  and other treasures.  Some returned to base 
but the flowers were so enticing that others continued until dark! 
     Our third day was again clear and sunny and we followed the same route to the forest but beyond 
Tollgate  headed to Bald Mountain overlook and on to a lovely wilderness area where we walked down 
Coyote Ridge Trail into the Umatilla Wilderness for a spectacular display of flowers including  lupines, 
aquilegia, delphinium, geraniums, mertensias, polemoniums, potentillas, senecios and Penstemons 
attenuatus, fruticosus and pennellianus.  We continued to Jubilee Lake for lunch where it was actually 
chilly! Some had to say their goodbys here but others made stops at Bald Mountain Overlook for a final 
farewell to all the species seen previously and also to enjoy and photograph Lewisia triphyllus and then 



 

down to Tollgate for a quick look at P. confertus.   It was a super meeting and we all thank our excellent 
hosts and all the Native Plant Society members who helped Jim find the  trip locations, answered 
questions and prepared lists of all the plants along the way.  It was an outstanding weekend!  How can 
anyone top this? 
     You can see some of Jim's photos of the meeting and the lewisia at http://briefcase.yahoo.com/jas3255 
and click on Penstemons/APS Walla. 
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Plant Lists for the APS Meeting June 15-17, 2001 
Jim Swayne, Walla Walla, WA 
 
The Umatilla National Forest plant list includes the following Penstemons.  There is a high probability of 
seeing the ones in bold type blooming during the three-day meeting. (Editor’s note: This list was 
distributed to the participants of the 2001 APS Meeting). 
 
P. attenuatus All three days 
P. confertus Sunday by Intersection of Hwy 204 and Road 64 left side of Rd. 64 +/- 30 yds. 
P. davidsonii All three days 
P. deustus All three days 
P. fruticosus Saturday, Sunday 
P. gairdneri Saturday 
P. glandulosus Not likely to be seen 
P. pennellianus  Saturday, but save film for a spectacular site on Sunday morning! 
P. procerus ? Look carefully! Reported on lower Basket Mt. Road in previous years. 



 

P. richardsonii  Friday, Saturday according to Jean! 
P. rydbergii Saturday at Growiser 
P. speciosus Saturday at Growiser 
P. venustus Everywhere, every day 
P. wilcoxii ?  Not likely 
 
Not on National Forest list 
P. payettensis (reported by Jean Zach on the Jubilee Lake Road past the lake) 
 
APS and Washington Native Plant Society member Jean Zach has prepared plant lists for most of the area 
a few of which are attached for your use.  Jean will be participating so feel free to ask her about any of 
this information. 
 
 
Umatilla Forest Road 65 from Mill Creek Road to top of hill, June 7, 2001 
Flowers in approximate order of sighting. 
Wallflower, Erysimum sp. 
Tall Phacelia, Phacelia procera 
Blue Velvet Lupine, Lupinus leucophyllus 
Elkhorn Clarkia, Clarkis pulchella 
Slender Godetia, Clarkia gracilis 
Hot Rock Penstemon, Penstemon deustus v. variabilis 
Lovely Penstemon, Penstemon venustus 
Rock Penstemon, Penstemon richardsonii v. dentatus 
Bastard Toadflax, Linaria dalmatica 
Common Tarweed, Madia gracilis 
Mallow Ninebark, Physocarpus malvaceus 
Redstem Buck Brush, Ceanothus saguineus 
Black Mustard, Brassica nigra 
Northern Buckwheat, Eriogonum compositum 
Wyeth's Creamy Buckwheat, Eriogonum heracleoides 
Spreading Dogbane, Apocynum androsaemifolium 
White Sulphur Lupine, Lupinus sulphureus v. sulphureus 
One-flower Helianthella, Helianthella uniflora 
Monkey Flowers, Mimulus guttatus 
Oregon Sunshine, Eriophyllum lanatum 
Groundsel, Senecio sp. 
Rough Paintbrush, Castillega hispida 
Blue-eyed Mary, Collinsia parviflora 
Round Lava Alumroot, Heuchera cylindrica 
Yellow Parsley, Lomatium [bicolor leptocarpum?] 
Blue and Pink Larkspur, Delphinium nuttallianum 
Arrowleaf Balsamroot, Balsamorhiza sagitatta 
Microsteris gracilis v. gracilis 
Cryptantha sp. 
Western Solomon's Plume, Smilacina racemosa 
Smooth Prairie Star, Lithophragma glabra 
Douglas' Brodiaea, Tritelia grandiflora 
Side-flowered Mitrewort, Mitella stauropetala 
Shrub Penstemon, Penstemon fruticosus v. fruticosus 



 

Nodding Microseris, Microseris nutans 
Western Sweet Cicely, Osmorhiza occidentalisHeart-leaved Arnica, Arnica cordifolia 
Blue Mountain Swamp Onion, Allium madidum 
Yellow Violets, Viola glabella 
Small White Willow-herb, Epilobium sp. 
Jacob's Ladder, Polemonium sp. 
Piper's Anemone, Anemone piperii 
Woolly-head Clover, Trifolium eriocephalum 
Low Blue Lupine, Lupinus sp. 
Jesica Sticktight, Hackelia micrantha 
Scarlet Gilia, Ipomopsis aggregata 
Potentilla sp. 
Narrow-leaf Penstemon, Penstemon attenuatus 
Alpine Pennycress, Thalspi montanum v. montanum 
Fendler's Waterleaf, Hydrophyllum fendleri 
Red Elderberry, Sambucus racemosa 
Pussytoes, Antennaria sp. 
Ballhead Waterleaf, Hydrophyllum capitatum v. capitatum 
Glacier Lily, Erythronium grandiflorum 
Rock Cress, Arabis sp. 
Tall Mountain Blue Bell, Mertensia paniculata 
Mountain Kittentails, Synthris missurica 
Western Spring Beauty, Claytonia lanceolata 
Mountain Heliotrope, Valeriana stitchensis 
Yellow Fern-leaf Parsley, Lomatium dissectum_ 
 
 
 

2001 APS Meeting  Field Trip Suggested  Stops 
Friday June 15, 2001 
Laura Maier, Walla Walla, WA 
 
Mileage is from Whitman College 
Depart the parking area on Isaacs.  Continue on until just before the freeway on ramp to right at a “Y” 
onto Mill Creek Road.  Continue on this road noting the lunch stop (Rooks Park) on the right.  The road 
becomes gravel as you continue up the canyon.  Continue to Forest Road 65 which is a hard right and 
across a one lane bridge just before you come to a large “Dead End” sign.  You can’t get lost now!  For 
lunch at 12:30 pm return over the same route. 
 
1.  Puzzling out the Penstemon Stop  
At 18.5 miles, about a mile beyond the little wooden bridge crossing Mill Creek and below the Nat'l 
Forest Boundary is a big turnout on the right shoulder.  In the rough reddish volcanic rock cliff on the left 
side, and walking down hill about 100 feet, are many (more than 50) clumps of Penstemons, some fairly 
tall, about 8 clumps in early blue bloom.Puzzling them out is finding more and more in nooks and 
crannies on thecliff. There are some P. deustus in on the cliff and some in the gully close to the road. 
(Penstemon sighting begins just across the bridge, but this stop at 18.5 miles has more to offer.) 
 
2. Penstemon Petting Area 



 

      At 20.2 miles, after the horseshoe/ hairpin turns begin past the Nat'lForest Boundary, there is room to 
park on the shoulder just below a small grove of deciduous trees.  The basalt cliff has interesting short 
columns with a rugged texture.  Quite a few blooming clumps are at eye level or in the gully by the road.  
One huge clump is very showy.   
 
3. Between Penstemons and Penstemons Stop 
     At 21.5 miles, there is a fabulous display on the right shoulder of the road, by your feet.  Further up the 
road elderberry is in bloom.  Don't forget to look back at the handsome hill behind the fabulous display.  
At this stop, on the other side of the road there are many clumps on the low cliff and many practically in 
the road.  3/10ths of a mile ahead is a seep with mimulus etc., on the left, and along the way, many showy 
Penstemons, and some paintbrush. 
                         
3. Almost Alpine Stop  
At 23.7 miles, on a moderate cliff on the left are many matPenstemons.  Some are quite near the road for 
easy examination of theirperfect & tiny leaves and a lovely contrast with some mingled paintbrush. 
The road was blocked by down trees on our last visit (Monday).  There are many easy places to turn 
around and with high clearance you could get as far as Road 64 on Monday.  Since the Penstemons were 
not blooming at this elevation on our last visit we suggest turning around at this point or just before.  The 
other earlier turn around spot for low clearance vehicles is at a large meadow with glacier lilies on the 
left.  The tour leader will turn around here.  Travel time back to Rooks Park is about 1 hour. Notice that at 
the top of the ridge you are at the boundary of the Mill Creek Watershed on the left.  Entry into this area 
is prohibited.     Return to Rooks Park at your own pace.  Food will be available until 1:30 p.m. 
     Travel to the Swayne Garden by returning down Mill Creek Road to a stop at Isaacs.  Cross Isaacs to 
Highway 12 westbound (toward Walla Walla).  Take the Second Street exit which will take you past the 
Marcus Whitman Hotel.  Turn right on Rose or Main to Ninth Street then left on Ninth which is also State 
Highway 125.  Proceed South to Stateline Road, right on Stateline to first stop which is Old Milton 
Highway.  Right on Old Milton Highway to 4009 on the right about 200 yards.  You will see a large 
grassed area just past the drive where you may park and then walk up the drive past Rocky Mountain 
Juniper, Western Juniper, Corn Poppies and fading and falling P. strictus.     The last event of the day will 
be the Annual Meeting at Three Rivers Winery.  The meeting room will be available at 6:00 pm with 
dinner served around 7:00 pm.  Come early for wine tasting or visiting.  Three Rivers Winery is located 
West of Walla Walla on Highway 12. Three Rivers is on the left side of the road, about 10 miles.  It is not 
well marked until you are right at the entrance (too late), although you can see the building on the hill.  
The entrance is 3/10 of a mile past "Last Chance Road" so slow down here.  There is a large sign on the 
right for the Whitman Mission just before entrance.  This is a 60 mph road and there is no protected turn 
lane so be careful! 
  
APS Field Trip Saturday June 16, 2001 
     This trip will take us into Oregon to visit GROWISER/Grande Ronde Overlook Wildflower Institute 
Serving Ecological Restoration and the Summit Road area.  This will be our longest trip with the fewest 
facilities so don’t drink too much coffee!  There will also be at least three options for returning to Walla 
Walla depending on your interest and strength. The tour will leave the parking area by turning left on 
Park Street to a right turn on Alder which becomes Poplar by bearing to the left right after the right turn.  
Proceed to Ninth Street (also Highway 125) and turn left continuing to the divided highway and into 
Oregon and Milton-Freewater.  The highway becomes Oregon Highway 11 at the state line. We will make 
a brief stop in a large parking area in Milton-Freewater to pick up some Oregon participants and lunch 
supplies.  We will then continue south to left on Winn Road which will take us to Oregon Highway 204.  
Turn left at the stop sign onto 204 and head into the Blue Mountains.  After about 20 minutes we will stop 
at a rest area that will be the last opportunity for some time. About two miles before the town of Elgin, we 
will turn right (south) on the Summerville Rd.  We will go one mile and turn left (east) on Bean-Coffin 



 

Lane (gravel). (This intersection is hard to see in advance so keep your speed down and eyes open) Go 
almost two miles and stop in a small clearing on the right (south).  Look for a sign there. 
      The GROWISER report from several weeks ago: “The good news is that it's a great year for P. 
pennellianus and speciosus.  The bad news is that pennellianus is peaking right now, and speciosus is 
already starting to flower.  The P. rydbergii is still budding, but it got so hot that the extent of their 
flowering may be limited.  The Wyethia is all in bloom right now, so GROWISER's south slope is a sea of 
yellow.  But, in two weeks, those sunflowers will be happily making seeds.  The mountain lady's-slippers 
are well into flowering; they last awhile though, so there will be many still pretty by June 16.  Great year 
for columbine, honeysuckle, and the lupines, but they'll be well past their peak by the end of next week.   
Grasses will be flowering, but I'm one of the few who gets excited about them.  I could talk endlessly 
about their reestablishment (but few people let me).”  
    Update: The GROWISER “P. pennellianus and speciosus will still be identifiable by Saturday.  
Especially with the cool weather predicted for this week.  Also lots of columbine, honeysuckle, lupines 
and Cypripedium montanum to see. On Saturday we went from Summerville to the top of Mt Emily on 
Ruckle Road,then across to I-84.  It's beautiful right now.  Great variety of wildflowers.  It's about nine 
miles from the base to the top.  The road has a few rough spots at the base, and gets cobbly near the top, 
but the trip will be well worth it.  There's P. deustus and rydbergii at the base and some very nice 
venustus about six miles up. From the top of Mt. Emily going south and west on the main road USFS #31, 
besides all the other spectacular flowers, is a patch of P. fruiticosus var. fruticosus (I think), and at the 
"land bridge" fruiticosus var. serratus.  Near the end of the 31 road, there's more deustus and a rydbergii 
looking penstemon; but I'm fuzzy about the distinction between rydbergii, procerus and attenuatus.  I'm 
hoping to be educated.It'll be a great trip.   And, as you know, has spectacular views.” 
     NOTE:  Don’t dispair about P. pennellianus, we have a spectacular display to see on Sunday. 
     After the tour we will have an early lunch at GROWISER and then return to Highway 204 and retrace 
our steps for a short distance to left on Phillips Creek Road (gravel). This is a moderate to steep uphill 
road that will take us to Summit Road in about 12 miles.  There will be Penstemons visible on the right 
almost immediately.  This portion of the trip will provide literally hundreds of options for botanizing/ 
photography/viewing/walking so feel free to stop whenever the spirit moves you.  The tour will now 
become informal as each of you pursue your own particular interest.  When we reach Summit Road (Road 
31) you may turn right on good road and return to Hwy 204 and Walla Walla if you want but we 
encourage you turn left and continue with the tour on good gravel road.  The road continues along the 
ridge line with wonderful views on both sides.  The tour leader will turn around in the Mt. Emily area but 
you have the option of going out the rough Mt. Emily Road and/or continuing on Road 31 to Highway 84 
and either right to Pendleton or left to La Grande, Hwy 82 to Elgin and Hwy 204 back to Walla Walla.  
You will not see many Penstemons after you leave the Mt. Emily area but you will have a scenic drive 
either through the Blue Mountains and wheat fields of Pendleton or the Grande Ronde Valley if you 
return via Elgin. 
     The main tour will return north to Black Mountain Road where P. gairdneri, among others, may be 
found.  The scouting report on the road said : “I was out today and went up to Goodman Lookout.  There 
are 2 kinds of Penstemons blooming, both low growing with entire leaves and woody bases. One has a 
light purple flower that's disproportionately large for the plant, to 1.5", and the plant 6 - 7" tall.  Maybe 
davidsonii?  The other has a smaller flower, .5 to .75", and the plant is 3 - 4" tall, the flower light to dark 
blue.  There is at least one other that was just starting to bud, with light green toothed leaves, 4 - 5" tall. 
The road in isn't bad but has some large sharp rock that would be death on street tires, so I don't know 
if it would work for the tour.  It's about 7 miles in from Road 31.  But you should check it out sometime- 
there's Sabin's lupine blooming along the road, a small camas meadow on the lookout road, and some 
shrubby aspen stands up on top.  There are all kinds of fascinating little subalpine harsh-site plants.”   
Those who don’t want to risk their tires on this road may continue about two miles to Ruckel Junction 
where we recommend turning left on Road 32 (the route which the tour leader will take) which will take 



 

you down the mountain (many Pents along the road) to campgrounds with restrooms along the Umatilla 
River.  You may then return to Highway 11 and Walla Walla through the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
 
       
APS Field Trip Sunday June 17, 2001 

 
The initial route is the same as Saturday.  The tour will leave the parking area by turning left on 

Park Street to a right turn on Alder which becomes Poplar by bearing to the left right after the right turn.  
Proceed to Ninth Street (also Highway 125) and turn left continuing to the divided highway and into 
Oregon and Milton-Freewater.  The highway becomes Oregon Highway 11 at the state line. We will make 
a brief stop in a large parking area in Milton-Freewater to pick up some Oregon participants and lunch 
supplies.  We will then continue south to left on Winn Road which will take us to Oregon Highway 204.  
Turn left at the stop sign onto 204 and head into the Blue Mountains.   

We will turn right on Coyote Ridge Road 3179, Road 40 (gravel/dirt) and proceed about 3 miles to 
Coyote Ridge Trailhead # 71 (A Northwest Forest Pass is required and will be supplied to those who do 
not have one).  The directional signs all say “N. Fork of the Umatilla” but it is the same place.  This is a 
most un-Penstemon looking place but be patient.  We will then walk about 15 minutes into the North Fork 
of the Umatilla Wilderness area on an easy trail dropping less than 100’ in vertical elevation to P. 
pennellianus and others.  In my opinion this is the most beautiful spot we will visit.  You may hike as 
much or as little as your stamina allows.  Remember as you go downhill that it will be uphill on the way 
out! 

We will then leave the trailhead on Road 40 and return to Road 3179 where we will turn right and 
return about 3 miles to Hwy 204. Turn left on 204 back to Tollgate about ½ mile and turn right on Road 
64.  Look for a small patch of P. confertus blooming on the left side about 30 yards past the intersection.  
Continue to the Bald Mt. Overlook and park, walk and look at Penstemons.  This vicinity has the most 
species in a single area that I know about.  There are at least  P. attenuatus, fruticosus, venustus, 
pennellianus, confertus and deustus. As you continue up the road there are many areas to explore in the 
next ½ mile or so.  Check out the area around the gravel pile.  When you are tired of Penstemons or just 
plain tired continue on Road 64 to Jubilee Lake  (Entry fee required) where lunch will be available until 
1:30 pm.  The tour and meeting will end here. 

 
 
 
 
TRAVELING TO WALLA WALLA FOR THE APS MEETINGS – JUNE 
2001 
Bob McFarlane,  Denver, CO 
 
     With our camping gear, food, hand-lens, penstemon literature and books my wife, Phoebe, and I set off 
for the APS meetings in Walla Walla in the hopes of finding a few penstemons in bloom along the way.  
Our route took us from Denver via Flaming Gorge Reservoir, the Uinta Mountains, the Ruby Mountains, 
Steen’s Mountain and Pendelton, Oregon. 
     We left Denver in the early afternoon and headed west on I-70.  We saw many P. secundiflorus and P. 
virens all along the road and in abundance in the area surrounding the junction of I-70 and US-40.  We 
continued along I-70 through the Eisenhower Tunnel and turned north on State-9 at Dillon.  This is a 
pretty route down the Blue River to Green Mountain Reservoir and finally to its confluence with the 
Colorado near Kremmling.  Continuing north on US-40 from Kremmling a few miles, we turned off to 
the right and drove less than a mile on the road to the relatively new dam on Muddy Creek where we 



 

found a large number of P. caespitosus, var. caespitosus in bloom.  Many of these plants had a large 
number of flowers. 
     It was getting dusk by this time and we hurried over Rabbit Ears Pass, through Steamboat Springs and 
spent the night in Craig. The next morning we were up early and saw a number of deer and pronghorn on 
our way to breakfast at Maybell, about thirty miles west of Craig.  We turned north on State-318 just west 
of Maybell and headed  toward Brown’s Park in extreme northwest Colorado. 
     Brown’s  Park or Brown’s Hole as it is also called, is a remote valley lying across the borders of Utah 
and Colorado.  This high desert valley was formed by the Green River which flows through it and was a 
favorite wintering place for Ute and Shoshone Indian, mountain men and cattlemen because of its mild 
winters and abundant game, grass and water.  Later, because of its remoteness and easy access to three 
state borders, it became a popular refuge for many outlaws including Butch Cassidy and Sundance Kid.  
The country here is much the same today as it was then. 
     At the entrance to the valley we took a side trip up Moffitt County Road 10N which is hard dirt and 
heads north through Irish Canyon and hence to the Wyoming border where it becomes Wyoming State 
Road 430 and continues to Rock Springs.  Irish Canyon which is about five miles north of State-318, is a 
dry but scenic canyon located for the most part in the pinyon-juniper life zone.  Here we found P. 
cyathophorus, P. humilis, and P. caespitosus in great number.  The P. cyathophorus and humilis were in 
full bloom but the P. caespitosus was about finished.  The leaves on some of the P. caespitosus looked a 
lot like the descriptions of var. perbrevis but our books said that we were too far east so that it was in all 
probabilityy var. caespitosus.  There was a nice, empty campground in the middle of the canyon which 
had nice penstemons in almost every campsite. 
     From Irish Canyon we backtracked to Brown’s Hole and headed northwest along the Green River 
which was in full spring flood.  The road changes from asphalt to dirt at the Utah border  toward the 
northwest end of the valley (now called Daggatt County Road 2064) and after a few miles ascends out of 
the valley via a steep grade into Clay Basin which contains a large natural gas field under production.  We 
didn’t stop much along this stretch but saw many penstemon which we assumed were probably more P. 
cyathophorus and P. humilis.  
     The road is alternatively paved and dirt from Clay Basin to its terminus at US 191 near Antelope Flat 
and Flaming Gorge Reservoir.  We headed south on US 191 until we reached Mustang Ridge 
Campground on the east side of the reservoir about five mile north of Dutch John.  Here we encountered 
P. pachyphyllus, var. mucronatus in and around our campsite.  The campground was not crowded in the 
middle of the week and we had our dinner watching three Ospreys soaring, fishing and calling to one 
another. 
     In the morning we broke camp and headed west on US 191 through Dutch John and then toward 
Manila on State-44 at the Greendale Junction.  We stopped just north of Sheep Canyon to photograph  P. 
rydbergii along a small stream.  There were also many Larkspur, Onethera and other spring flowers in full 
bloom. 
     Turning west at Manila on State-43 (which becomes Wyoming State Road 414 at the border)  we 
headed for Ft. Bridger, Wyoming and I-80 along the northern slopes of the Uinta Mountains.  About three 
or four miles west of Manila we topped a hill and stopped at a clearing on the south side of the road 
covered with P. humilis and Castilleja.  It was spectacular.  As we looked closer we saw many P. acaulis 
plants with their flowers standing straight up to greet us. 
     Further west, about ten miles or so east of Mountain Home, Wyoming we encountered P. fremontii 
and P. caespitosus in full bloom in the sage.  The P. fremontii would be a wonderful plant for the dry 
garden.  These were about eight to ten inches tall with striking dense bluish-purple flowers. 
     After reaching I-80 at Ft. Bridger we continued west until Evanston where we turned south on State-
150 toward the Uinta Mountains.  Traveling back into Utah we headed up the road until reaching the 
summit at about 10,800 feet.  On top we encountered Fawn Lily, Marsh Marigold and Globe Flower 
along with other alpines in bloom among the snow banks but were unable to identify the few penstemons 



 

we saw which were not close to blooming.  We camped at a nice campground, almost deserted, on the 
shore of Lake Washington at about 10,000 feet and spent a fairly chilly night. 
     In the morning we headed down the highway just a few miles and found large numbers of P.leonardii 
and P. rydbergii in the dry rocky sage flats between the road and the stream.  The P. leonardii was a good 
identification for us because we were able to recognize the saccate anthers for the first time.  These plants 
were along the road for several miles, almost to the national forest boundary.  Just outside the boundary 
we found beautiful clumps of P. scariosus growing on the steep road cuts along the north side of the 
highway.  They were in full bloom with several stems of flowers rising from each clump. 
     After having spent three hours going less than twenty miles we decided to drive and look straight 
ahead for awhile.  Soon we reached US-40 and could see the ski jumping venue for the 2002 Olympics.  
A little further down we reached I-80 and continued west passing Salt Lake City, Salt Lake and the long 
stretch of dry lake next to the Nevada border.  Late in the afternoon we reached Wells, Nevada and turned 
off on State-231 headed for the campground at Angel Lake high in the northern end of the Ruby 
Mountains.  That campground was not yet open for the season so we stayed at the one at Angel Creek 
which is about 7000 feet in elevation.  It is situated in an aspen grove along the creek and surrounded by 
pastures and sagebrush. 
     Along the road to the campground, about four or five miles from Wells, we began to see several 
striking plants of P. speciosus in full bloom.  Upon further investigation we found P. rydbergii in the 
same area and many more P. speciosus.  
 Arriving in camp we thought that we probably wouldn’t see many penstemons because of the damp and 
grassy terrain.  However, just across the road from our campsite we saw a field of blue iris and a tall 
white flower which we identified as P. pratensis.  The white color was not particularly showy in the 
meadow area but the sheer number of plants was a special treat to see.  On the edge of the meadow we 
found a few of them with light bluish-purple flowers.  There were also a few P. deustus, v. deustus in the 
sage flat above the meadow. 
     After a very windy night we broke camp and headed back to Wells and on to I-80 through Elko, 
Carlin, Battle Mountain to Winnemucca where we turned north on US-95 and northwest on State-140 to 
Denio on the Oregon-Nevada state line.  From Denio we headed north to Frenchglen at the base of 
Steen’s Mountain, about 173 miles from Winnemucca.  The road was well paved from there to 
Frenchglen. and lightly traveled – we saw two cars.  Just north of the town of Fields, Oregon we again 
saw spectacular plants of P. speciosus along the road. They were our roadside companions from there to 
Frenchglen. These plants were larger than the ones near Wells but just as beautiful. At Frenchglen, a 
lovely small town, we turned into the Steen’s Mountain Recreation Lands and camped at Fish Lake 
surrounded by snow banks. 
       Steen’s Mountain is a 30-mile-long fault block that has been thrust a mile up by early geologic forces 
associated with the basalt flows in the area.  The block is tilted upwards to the east and reaches an 
elevation of almost 9800 feet and is about a mile higher than the Alvord Desert about three horizontal 
miles away.  The result of all this is a large uplifted area full of wildflowers and natural rock gardens 
which reach their peak in late July and August.  For further information see the article on the area by 
Christine Ebrahimi in the Spring 2001 Bulletin of the North American Rock Garden Society. 
     We were too early to see the many alpines in bloom and in fact the circle road, which we were told is 
the highest road in Oregon, was not yet completely open.  However we did see a few plants and among 
them, just starting to bloom, was P. davidsonii v. praeteritus – a real beauty growing in the red-brown 
lava rocks with much larger flowers than a plant its size should be allowed. 
     The next morning we headed back to Frenchglen and then up the highway to Burns where we joined 
US-395 and continued through John Day and finally stopped just a few short miles from Walla Walla at 
Pendleton for the night.  Along the road we saw many stands of P. speciosus, and P. deustus.  It finally 
started to rain a little as we neared Ukiah – the only weather inconvenience we encountered on a very 
enjoyable trip. 
 



 

 
A Penstemon Trip from Santa Fe to Walla Walla  
and Back 
 
 Thea Unzner, Germany 
 
     Ellen Wilde invited me to make a four day trip from Santa Fe to the APS meeting in Walla Walla with 
her and another friend, Judith Thatcher, who would help her with the driving.  I was delighted and flew to 
Santa Fe a few days early to relax after my long flight from Germany.  Libby and Lauren Wheeler came 
from Arkansas to join us in Santa Fe. 
     The first day brought us from from New Mexico into Colorado and through Durango and  Ouray to 
Montrose, where we had our first overnight. On the way we saw many penstemons at road cuts and 
stopped to look at them and take photos. They were  Penstemons strictus, palmeri, eatonii and crandallii.  
     In the morning we went for a quick look at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, a spectacular place, and 
found Penstemons virgatus (with wasps sleeping in each flower), eatonii, strictus and teucrioides.  It was 
again sunny and the sky was blue with great heat. We could see the red penstemon far down in the rocks 
in the canyon.  
     We went on into Utah and saw many other flowers, including eriogonums,  Calochortus nuttallii, 
Chaenactis douglasii,  and many unidentified species.   There were also some species of penstemons that 
had already finished blooming.  In the afternoon it started raining and when we were coming into Salt 
Lake City it was raining "cats and dogs!"  We got near the Red Butte Arboretum and took the first motel 
we could find. Our good find in SLC was a great restaurant called Bangkok  Thai. 
     Looking out the window the next morning we had a big surprise: it was snowing!  We went to the 
Arboretum but it was raining still so we turned west along the Great Salt Lake  to Nevada.   We could still 
see snow on the peaks around us.  It cleared about noon and we stopped in Wells, Nevada for lunch and 
then turned north and found a wonderful blue penstemon on the roadside, Penstemon speciosus.  We 
reached Twin Falls that evening and stayed there .  Lauren set up his computer and showed us pictures of 
the marvelous penstemon hybrids we saw at the meeting in England last year. 
     From Twin Falls we took Route 30 through the area of Thousand Springs that Lauren knew and came 
to a road-cut that had many  P. acuminatus plants but they had finished blooming and the seed was still 
green. We had lunch in a nice city park in Parma and looked around Payette for  P. payettensis but had no 
luck. 
We got on the Interstate to travel through northeast Oregon.   We began to see  P. deustus on both sides of 
the road.   Suddenly the beautiful Calochortus macrocarpus with pale lavender to white flowers called us 
to stop and take pictures and there we found a rather small and delicate penstemon with few flowers 
which we thought was probably P. humilis. 
     North of Baker City we came upon a slope full with wonderful blue penstemons and other flowers.  
We recognized Penstemon procerus in its blue and white forms.  We thought another blue one with many 
flowers might be P. speciosus.  P. deustus  was also there as well as lupines, delphiniums, thermopsis, 
roses   and castillejas.   Late that afternoon we came into Walla Walla after four days full with flower 
adventures. 
     Ellen will write about the days of the meeting so I will go on with our adventures after saying goodbye 
to Lauren and Libby and all of our other friends soon after noon on Sunday.  We had to go back to Walla 
Walla and take Highway 12 to Yakima and through the Mt. Baker -Snoqualmie National Forest.  It was 
very beautiful along a lake and with mountain peaks in the distance.  We saw lots of Penstemon fruticosus 
along the roadside.   Just before dark, we reached Paradise Inn in Mt. Ranier National Park at  5425 ft. 
elevation.   There was snow on the top of the mountain, snow everywhere around the hotel except where 
it had been pushed off the drive and road!   The next day we drove to the east and west entrances of the 
park and just below the Inn we found clumps of  Penstemons rupicola, davidsonii and fruticosus in the 



 

rocks on both sides of the road.   We thought there were also some hybrids between them.  Penstemon 
serrulatus was there just ready to bloom but no flowers were open.  Other flowers on the roadside were 
striking to our  eyes: rosy Mimulus lewisii, Mertensia paniculata, and a lovely  patch with Trillium 
ovatum, Erythronium montanum and a yellow violet.   In wooded areas we found Cornus canadensis, 
Aquilegia formosa, Clintonia uniflora, Trientalis latifolia and more.  Near the park entrance there were 
the striking Beargrass, Xerophyllum tenax and huge trees, many feet around. 
     The next day we said goodbye to the splendid mountain world and started east to Idaho.  We took a 
forest road north and east of Coeur d'Alene the next morning where we found many Penstemon 
attenuatus, and a few Penstemon wilcoxii,  some Penstemon lyallii just beginning to bloom and a young 
moose!  It was a long drive from Idaho into southern Montana on Highway 90 without seeing flowers, but 
we made it almost to the northern entrance to Yellowstone National Park so we could get an early start 
the next morning. 
     We stopped at Mammoth Hot Springs to see if we could get a room for the night and were lucky so we 
could take our time driving through. We saw deer, elk, bison, geysers, high mountains, deep canyons, 
lakes, rivers and waterfalls but were mostly looking out for flowers.  One place was full of  Phacelia 
sericea and everywhere there were patches of almost white phlox.  In many places we saw Penstemon 
procerus, but we found Penstemons radicosus, fruticosus and cyaneus only in the northern part of the 
park. In one location there were many Lewisia rediviva near the Penstemon radicosus.  We were surprised 
to find  a yellow Mimulus and deep blue fringed gentian on the edges of the bubbling hot springs. 
     The next day we went south to the Tetons where we found Penstemon cyananthus  along the roadside 
and around Jackson Lake Lodge.  There were not many other flowers so we headed south and east  and it 
became much drier, but it was still a little green.  There were no flowers in the central part of Wyoming 
this  time of year where my relatives live near Jeffrey City.   Judith and Ellen left me with them and we 
said goodbye and they continued from here south through Colorado back to Santa Fe.  These 12 days 
were my most fantastic greatest trip of my life.   

 
 
Robin G International 
 
Steve Smedley 
Suffolk, England (October 15, 2000) 
Dear All, 
 
We have had one of the wettest autumns here for many years - widespread flooding, storm-force 
winds and even tornadoes in some parts of the country.  Our major problem here, if we have one, 
is that we get too much rain at the wrong time of year.  Always wet winters and dry springs.  The 
trick, which I have yet to master, is to get the right balance between a well-drained soil, which 
can lose water quickly in winter, and one which also retains sufficient moisture in the summer.  I 
am beginning to grow a selection of plants, including some of the smaller penstemons, in large 
containers where you can more closely control the plant’s environment.  Of course, we don’t 
have the problem here of prolonged sub-zero temperatures in winter like I suppose many of you 
in the US have to deal with, which could give problems.  But for me, I think this is definitely the 
way forward. 
     On a larger scale, but in a similar vein, recently I have been building some raised beds at the 
front of the house using old railway sleepers.  It’s a method made popular over here by TV 
gardening programs, so much so that good quality wooden sleepers are now in short supply.  
Some suppliers in the UK are now having to import their stock from Belgium and the 



 

Netherlands to keep up with the demand.  As a building material for this type of thing, they are 
still probably the most cost-effective option.  At 8 ft. 6 in. x 9 in. x 6 in, a double or triple layer 
of sleepers makes a quick-draining planting area for all sorts of alpines and other plants that 
prefer to keep their feet dry. 
     I have had an Internet connection now for several months, and I am beginning to explore 
some of the good gardening sites and other resources on the Web.  Have any of you come across 
the egroups site (www.egroups.com)?  The basic idea is that someone can set up an email group 
on a particular topic, to which members can post comments, questions, etc.  These get mailed out 
to subscribers on a regular basis - daily, weekly, or whatever you want.  Would there be any 
interest out there for something on penstemons?  Or does anyone know of something that already 
exists?  I have a feeling that there is something similar out there called Penstemon-L, but I don’t 
know anything else about it other than the name.  If anyone has anything to say on the matter, 
you can email me with your comments. 
     I have yet to decide whether I will be attending the AGM this year, but if you do make the 
trip, I hope you have a good time.  You should find the garden visits very interesting.  If you 
intend to spend some time here, there are many more superb gardens and houses to visit.  If you 
need any advice or information, let me know, and I will see what I can do. 
www.millwalkhouse.btinternet.co.uk    My site! 
In the meantime, Keep penstomoning. 
 
 
 
Thea Unzer 
Germany (November 6, 2000) 
Dear Robin friends, 
 
Summer has gone - but we have a wonderful mild fall, no frost until now, so all the 
Chrysanthemums are blooming in pink, yellow, copper and red.  But not everywhere in Europe is 
it so sunny and dry, just I heard about the heavy rain and storm and big flood in England.  Hope 
it isn’t where you live, Steve.  You wrote about too much rain in autumn, we have here near 
Berlin continental climate and are always very happy if we get finally rain.  All months this year 
since February have been too warm and too dry - except September. 
     When I spent 3 weeks in September in Wyoming and New Mexico, they told me that they had 
such a very dry summer like we had.  The dryness in Wyoming was indeed catastrophic, the 
prairie was looking like a desert.  Nothing than gray sagebrush and yellow grass, no green 
leaves, no flowers.  I don’t know what the cattle find there to eat!  In New Mexico, Ellen wilde 
wanted to show me fall flowers, but on most places we were looking for flowers, all has been 
dried up.  I didn’t take many photos of flowers, but a lot of bizarre rocks in the mountains.  We 
looked for Penstemon seeds, but we found only some stems of P. strictus, no more.  On the 
roadside or in the rocks, we saw mostly blue, violet and white Asters or Machaeranthera, 
Erigerons, low Solidagos, Brickelia, Zinnia, some last Townsendias and high in the mountains 
also a nice blue Gentian.  All was too dry, but fortunately no fires destroyed the places where we 
went from Santa Fe. 
Jack - I made the same experience with Penstemon digitalis as you did.  They seed themselves 
so abundantly in the garden, because the seed stems are looking so nice with the colored foliage, 



 

that I always have let them through the winter.  They bloom so wonderful and are also very fine 
for bouquets in the vase between colorful summer flowers. 
    All my Penstemons were great this year, they love the heat and drought.  P. barbatus and 
hybrids, procerus, ovatus, smallii, hirsutus, serrulatus, laetus, strictus, whippleanus and the 
Mexican hybrids, all these I have for many years in my garden.  A new one was Penstemon 
mensarum, only 2 small plants with a wonderful deep blue color.  Also P. tubaeflorus bloomed 
the first time, it has clear white flowers, but the plants were only 20 cm height, I hope, they’ll 
grow higher the next year.  I lost again some of the tiny seedlings because of the heat in May-
June, in our light sandy soil some hours without watering can be deadly in summer for tiny 
seedlings.  Now the big-flowering English hybrids are still blooming, I grow them as annuals and 
so they always come late in flower, mostly from August to October.  If you grow these hybrids 
from seed, you’ll have flowers in all shades of red, pink, violet to white. 
Steve - I have no Internet connection or email or other things.  I only write my letters with this 
computer, but I am too old to learn all the technical things with it.  Hope my grandson will be 
able soon helping me, but I fear, it is too much for my old head.   
Erma - That’s what you think, too.  The children learn it at school, and they say, it is easy, 
Grandma, why don’t you learn it?  You wanted to hear about our meeting in England, so I copied 
a letter, which I have written to my friends short time after the meeting and will include it. 
“Now I want to tell you about the Meeting of the American Penstemon Society in England.  We 
met each other in Maidstone, southern of London on Sunday, July 9th.  We had in England FIVE 
DAYS FULL WITH PENSTEMONS!! 
    All the hybrids with the big flowers in various colors were blooming everywhere, in the 
gardens, the parks and nurseries.  We often found the same cultivars everywhere, but they were 
growing in different shapes.  In Peter’s garden many of the hybrids are really shrubs, they have 
woody stems, thick like a thumb or thicker, ten or more of these stems full with red flowers - that 
was indeed a view I never have seen before.  He said, the plants are growing so for almost 5 
years, he didn’t cut them down.  That is what David Way did, his hybrids hadn’t such big woody 
stems, because he cut them down in spring, and then the new stems grow from the base.  Both 
gardens are wonderful - with the fresh green ‘ENGLISH LAWN’ - trees and shrubs and full with 
Penstemons. 
    I was astonished to hear that they had an unusual wet spring - here in eastern Germany we had 
no rain all the time and my lawn is yellow and dry.  This week we spent in England we had each 
day a little rain, sometimes it was only drizzling-rain, but one day it came down in buckets.  We 
wanted to visit the old castle and town of Rochester, but we were glad to reach finally our cars 
and the bus.  We didn’t walk without umbrella all the days.  It was bad for fotographing, most of 
my pictures I took without sunshine, only sometimes we had a ray of sun through the gray 
clouds.  But it was indeed a riot of flowers everywhere. 
    Not only the Penstemons, in David Way’s garden we admired the huge bush of Clematis 
integrifolia and Clematis recta, Achillea and Hebe and other marvellous blooming plants.  
Fantastic also the Saville Garden with the great borders full with blooming perennials, very high, 
very luxuriant, very well-kept. 
    This ‘garden’ covers approximately 35 acres and was begun in 1932 under the auspices of 
King George V.  I walked through the part of the park where huge Rhododendron are growing 
under the trees, that must be a wonderful view in spring, when they all are in flower.  
Unfortunately, this day was so gray, I don’t know whether my photos will show the riot of 
flowers we have seen there.  



 

    In the afternoon we visited the garden of Warren and Kate Gilchrist, where they have one of 
the official National Collection of Penstemons.  But the collection of species was disappointing, 
there were not so many species and some of them might have the wrong name.  But the hybrids 
were gorgeous like everywhere. 
    The last day we went away from Maidstone in pouring rain to Pershore, where we could 
admire again lots of Penstemon-hybrids in all colors.  The bed with the species was not in a good 
shape, they said it is because the very wet spring, but there were not so many species too.  In the 
afternoon we went again to a nursery and saw again lots of hybrids!  It is a good nursery, they 
sell Penstemons, Salvias, Diascias and Fuchsias, and they have many new hybrids bred at their 
nursery in Pensham. 
    In the evenings we listen to some reports, for me it was the best to see the slides from Dee 
Strickler and to hear about the Penstemon haydenii from Mr. Stubbendieck.   
    It was very nice to talk with all the other members of the Penstemon Society.  Because we 
were not too many people, I was able after 3 days to find out which face belongs to which name.  
There were a couple from Ontario and 2 couples from France, one of them with an 8-month old 
baby.  They came by car from France through the tunnel, a long trip! 
    Peter James had prepared all indeed very carefully, I believe he was very busy the last time 
before the meeting to organize all the trips.  We were able to go by bus (15 persons), the bus 
driver was one day a member of our group and the other days Peter’s sons.  It was for me also 
very interesting to see more of the landscape of England, particularly I found all the hedges 
conspicuous, everywhere hedges along the roadside, round the fields and meadows and gardens. 
    One of the English friends asked me which was the most striking impression I had from the 
gardens and flowers in England.  I answered that is the height and luxuriante of the plants, I have 
often to look up to the plants, in my garden I have to look down to my plants, because the same 
plants like in England are only half as high as they are there.  It is a big difference between 
England with the maritime climate and the good soil and the area I live in continental climate 
and pure sandy soil.  They had such a wet spring and always again ran, and we had an unusual 
dry spring and summer and almost no rain all the time! 
    I think, for all the participants it has been a great event, the wonderful Penstemon-hybrids 
have been indeed a feast for the eyes and all the talks with each other were so interesting and 
hearty, I hope to see many of them again next year to the next meeting”. 
 
 
 
Kari  
(December 18, 2000) 
Dear Robin friends, 
 
It’s almost Christmas, and we have had 2 nights of frost, so far.  No snow, but rain, rain, rain and 
more rain. In October and November we have had 4 times as much rain as usual, almost 1000 
milimetres altogether, and to some extent very bad result for sunloving plants.  Lots of plants 
have just refused flowering, among them Penstemon “Schoenholzeri”.  On the other hand, 
Himalayan plants are doing very well, Meconopsis, Rhododendrons and Primulas really enjoying 
the wet weather.  The problem, however, has not only been the rain, but the “darkness”, it has 
been dull and overcast when it had not rained, so I think the trees and shrubs lost their leaves not 
because of cold, but because of lack of light. 



 

     However, we did enjoy two “summers”, 3 weeks in the south of France in June/July, and then 
almost 3 weeks in USA in August.  The first 3 weeks were glorious, almost too hot.  We had a 
super experience one day when out for a walk.  We were going up to a ridge about 1 hour from 
where we stay, at 1640 m.  This area is all limestone, and lots of plants preferring lime in the soil 
are to found here.  We have seen good plants of Lilium pomponium here before, but this year 
they were just splendid.  15 - 20 bells on each flowerstalk.  No lilybeetles around either.  And 
many plants up the hillside, a truly unforgettable sight. 
     Before the weeding a good friend in St. Paul had arranged for 1 week in the Beartooth and 
Bighorn Mts.  We flew out to Billings where my friend, his wife and son met us with a care, and 
we travelled to Red Lodge, where we stayed 3 nights.  From this village the high mountain areas 
of Beartooth are well within reach.  Most of the alpine plants were over, but we could locate 
almost all the species we had found in 1995.  From Red Lodge we went to Yellowstone National 
Park.  We did not see any signs of fires, but we followed the news on TV, and it was 
heartbreaking to see it all.  Yellowstone still bears marks of the awful fire about 15 years ago, 
which burned down 80% of the trees. 
     From Yellowstone we drove via chief Josephs Scenic Highway towards Bighorn.  All the 
Aquilegia jonesii that we saw along the road up to Hunt mountain in 1995 had gone, but we 
found again Clematis columbiana var. tenuiloba, Primula parryi and Kelseya uniflora.  We were 
wondering why we did not see any seedheads on the Clematis, but the problem was solved when 
we discovered that the chipmunks were gorging themselves on the remaining two seedheads.   
     We did not see many Penstemons on the trip, on Beartooth, which is acid, we found P. strictus 
and on Bighorn P. laricifolius, in seed and P. procerus. 
     The wedding took place in Spicer, Minnesota, 2 hours drive west of Minneapolis.  It started 
early in the morning with photographing of the couple and parents outside the little stave church.  
The ceremony began at noon with my husband and I escorting our son up the aisle, then came 
Jessica between her parents.  In Norway, the groom arrives 15 minutes in advance, usually with 
his best man, and then it is the father or a male relative, who escorts the bride up to the altar.  
The ceremony was slightly different as well, with her father reading from the Bible and our 
middle son’s fiancé singing a hymn to the couple.  After the ceremony we all went off to a lovely 
dinner, outside in a garden that caters for weddings.  The weather was glorious and we enjoyed 
very much meeting the family and friends.  I’m enclosing a photo of the couple, I do not yet have 
one with all of us, Hans Jacob is bringing them with him when he comes for Xmas.  Jessica is 
not coming this time, too much work, but they’ll both be here in February when son no. 2 is 
getting married. 
Jack - With the very wet autumn the Meconopsis have just grown like cabbages.  In the bottom 
half of the garden I have a rosette of M. napaulensis, 50 cm across, with softly, hairy grey-green 
leaves that is going to flower next year, then die.  No need for flowers really, the rosette being so 
ornamental. 
Erma - As you have now read, the wedding was lovely.  About snails we have had an awful 
problem this autumn with all the rain.  The ministry of agriculture has been forced to release a 
product previously not sold to private customers, because of the hordes of snails and slugs 
invading the gardens.  You should see “rowdy snails” aiming for my very special Campanulas 
they always get there - in the end! 
Wishing you all a very Happy New Year! 
 
 



 

Erma L. Pilz 
(January 14, 2001) 
Dear Friends, 
 
This robin came in just a day or two before Christmas, and I have been so interrupted ever since 
that I could not even get started in writing.  I never did get my Christmas cards sent out - maybe 
next July? 
     However, I did get out to a lecture on the flowering plants in the Northeast corner of New 
Mexico - a rather unmolested area because of few roads and few trails.  A Dr. Robertson from 
Raton came the distance just to show his slides to our wildflower group one evening last week, 
and I was amazed at the many habitats and their contents - quite a few well-knowns, and also 
surprising species of other genuses I’ve not previously seen. 
     Of course the ubiquitous P. barbatus was there and several other kinds not properly identified, 
but very properly appreciated and recorded by the photographer.  I was pleased at the very good 
photography and able to correct the identification when it came to the pents.  The fullness of 
bloom in the meadowland areas of a rather dry area was surprisingly good.  I’ve been in that 
country very few times and usually at the wrong time, I would guess. 
     I welcome our new members and hope to hear more fully from them as our seasons progress. 
     I wonder how many of you know about Thea’s skill in drawing or painting the penstemons 
she has grown.  Graceful and very accurate if you have joined us at a later date, her pictures have 
all been photos - also good, but I did appreciate her art so very much.  Incidentally Thea, I had 
not seen Nell Backus (also in the APS) for sometime, since she had been on the West Coast, but 
she stopped by yesterday with a lovely bouquet for me and the news that she will be leaving here 
in February for a home she is purchasing in Sequim, Washington.  Sequim (pronounced Skwim) 
is a strangely very dry area on the bay near Dungeness (good crab country - shellfish crab, not 
apples) in what is the dampest, wettest part of the USA.   
     Obviously at this time of year, there is little to write about penstemons - so comments to do 
with personalities are more likely to show up.  I am constantly surprised at the aptitudes with 
other languages many of you seem to have.  English is, of course, enriched with words from 
many other languages, and I am glad for that, but idioms show up that must be confusing to 
others, and I hope you will not avoid asking questions if they puzzle you.  I’ve been born and 
raised with English only, and have absolutely no facility in learning other languages, but even 
with English, I am occasionally “befuddled.”  As for instance, Christmas found me 
“overwhelmed” with gifts and special attention, and it suddenly occurred to me that I’d always 
heard “overwhelmed” said, but surely that indicated there had to be a verb “whelmed” which I 
never heard used.  Actually, there is such a word, and it is never used.  It means much the same 
as “overwhelmed”, but not as greatly assaulted as overwhelmed indicates.  (I’m having some 
trouble with my one-eye vision, or I’d end this entire paragraph with a wink of amusement)! 
Kari - I was so glad to see the pictures of the wedding.  Yes, we do originate many new 
approaches to the ceremony, only sometimes adhering to the traditional routine.  What a great, 
gentle bear of a man your son is.  His bride is lovely too. 
     And seeing the pictures of the meeting in England only makes me wish more that I could have 
attended, Thea.  I know you all must have thoroughly enjoyed it - rain or not, spirits were 
dampened in any way. 
Dee - The book is getting good use - thank you so much. 
Best wishes to all in this New Year. 



 

 
Dee Strickler 
The Flower Press 
Columbia Falls, MT 
(February 1, 2001) 
Dear Robin Friends, 
 
     Here it is the dead of winter and not much to report on the Penstemon front.  However, I am 
already registered for the annual meeting in Walla Walla, Washington.  I should say Claire and I 
are registered.  It will be something of a homecoming for me, because I was born in Walla Walla 
and grew up just 13 miles south in Milton, Oregon.  In those years, I was a lot more interested in 
school activities than wildflowers and wouldn’t have known a Penstemon from a Petunia. 
    So far this winter has been quite mile with about one foot of snow on the ground and no 
temperatures below zero F.  I expect we will have a couple cold snaps yet before the snow starts 
to leave.  If past years are any example, I should not lose any Penstemons or very few. 
     Last summer my Penstemons bloomed beautifully.  In addition to a lot of natives, I had an 
English hybrid in P. ruby.  It bloomed late in the season after my natives were long gone.  I do 
not expect it to survive Montana winters, so I have several cuttings started in my green room. 
     Claire and I certainly enjoyed our trip to England last summer.  The English Penstemons were 
breathtaking, predominately red or pink.  The variety and exquisite coloration are truly amazing.  
All of the gardens we visited certainly put my efforts to shame, but I will keep trying. 
     Las fall I had planned to collect quite a lot of wild seed for the seed exchange, but forest fires 
either burned up the areas I wanted to visit or the woods were closed because of the fires.  Oh 
well, maybe this year will be different. 
    With best regards to all. 
 
 
 
Jack Ferreri 
Verona, WI 
(March 14, 2001) 
Dear Robin Friends, 
 
     Spring appears to be just around the corner here.  No signs of the spring bulbs yet, but the 
snow is melting, the cardinals are appearing on the tree branches, and temperatures are inching 
up. 
     As the snow melts, I’m able to survey the damage from a plumber’s truck which (while the 
garden was snow covered), thought my peat bed was fair game for a turnaround area.  He took 
out at least one and probably two dwarf conifers, one of them about twelve years old.  To his 
credit, he came back to the house and admitted what he’d done and said to send them a bill in the 
spring when I could figure out the damage.  How do you price a twelve-year old dwarf fir?  Sigh! 
     I haven’t been growing too many things from seed this year.  Trying to spend time sprucing 
up what I have rather than constantly creating new plants for me to take care of.  Gardening can 
become a “collecting obsession.”  You feel you have to grow everything, and eventually it all 
overwhelms you and you find you can’t take good care of anything.  I’ve flirted with that a few 
times, and I’m resolved to try to focus my attention on fewer plants.  Of course, that resolve will 



 

likely disappear when the first delivery of plants comes up the driveway in a month or so.  I hope 
the delivery person doesn’t run over any plants while delivering new ones. 
     Because my driveway is about eighty meters long and slopes up toward the house, it’s always 
a challenge in Wisconsin winters.  This year, after early heavy snows, we’ve had alternating light 
snows and freezing rain.  This makes the driveway very treacherous.  Since my wife teaches 
piano to 35 or so students each week, a dangerous driveway is a true hazard.  On one of the worst 
days, I had to spread 420 pounds of chicken grit (red graphite the size of raisins) along the length 
of the driveway just so people could get up to the house.  And when they leave, there’s always 
the chance of another unwanted visitor in my garden (which is next to the driveway).  Winter is 
never free of garden anxiety around here.  I can’t use salt on the driveway, so it’s grit, sand or  
fireplace ashes. 
     I’m afraid this isn’t the time of year for any penstemon news.  I’ve been eliminating many of 
the overenthusiastic P. hirsutus and digitalis.  Still trying to establish some of the smaller pents 
like acaulis and nanus, working with different soil mixes in the site and different exposures.  
Seems like it’s a never-ending battle.  Looking through Bob Nold’s penstemon book is certainly 
enough reason to want to grow more and more pents.  But the old rule applies .... the choicer and 
more beautiful they are, the harder they are to grow. 
Steve - Penstemon L is a listserv devoted to penstemon.  It’s not as active as the Alpine L 
(devoted, of course, to alpines), but there are very knowledgeable posters and good information 
to be had.  I suggest you sign up for it and see what you think.  Its address is “The Penstemon 
(and Related Genera) Enthusiast’s Discussion List.”  PENSTEMON-L@NIC.SURFNET.NL.  I 
suppose that’s where you sign up. 
Thea - Your discussion of the very dry summer last year in the American West certainly makes 
it seem that - for all of - extreme climatic conditions are becoming much more common ... heavy 
rains, droughts, brutal storms, deep snows.  It seems to me we’re seeing more weather-related 
headlines than ever before. 
  Thanks for your coverage of the Annual Meeting at Pershore.  A very nice, enthusiastic and 
informative letter to your friends. 
By the way, I don’t think your “old head” is too aged for Internet connections.  I’ll bet your 
grandson or a local computer person can help you sample the Internet. 
Kari - Your travels make me envious.  I’ve enjoyed the Hunt Mountain area in the Big Horns for 
several days by myself a few years ago and have never forgotten it.  It makes getting to alpine 
plants so easy.  I saw many, many Aquilegia jonesii, but on ONE in bloom.  Of course, the wind 
was streaming across the high country, so the picture I took was very poor. 
Erma - As usual, your letter was charming.  I know nothing about the northeast corner of New 
Mexico; I wish I had gone to see that lecture.  Your digression on the word “overwhelmed” was 
interesting.  I’m an old English major from college, and, indeed, I’ve never seen the word 
“whelmed” in use. 
It will be well into growing season before I see this Robin again.  Good growing to everyone. 
 
 
 
Note from Kenneth & Robin Lodewick 
     According to the National Parks magazine, there are 240 (and counting) unrecorded 
waterfalls in Yellowstone National Park.  The discoveries were made during a systematic search 



 

by three off-duty rangers who explored the park in their spare time.  They excluded any waterfall 
under 15 feet high and found some higher than the supposed highest in the park. 
     Why is the Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society mentioning this event?  Stop to think 
of the possibilities of new species of plants growing alongside the new waterfalls.  There might 
even be new Penstemons! 
     Why don’t we get together with people like The North American Rock Garden Society, The 
Rhododendron Society and other plant societies and suggest to the National Park Service that a 
botanical survey be established for the park.  It could be set up using volunteers with the backing 
of the Park Service.  The survey would take a number of years to complete as the Park is BIG 
and has plenty of unexplored spots.  Mainly what would be needed is permission to collect 
limited specimens for identification (possibly using photographs first).  The persons doing the 
final identification should be able to publish any new species, that is be qualified to have articles 
considered for publication by recognized plant-name magazines like Brittonia, Madrono, Great 
Basin Naturalist, etc. Anybody want to take this wonderful project on?  Ken 
 
 
 

Obituary: Barbara Ellison 
 
     Barbara Ellison was an avid gardener most of her life.  She became enamored of penstemons when her 
husband retired and they came to New Mexico and bought a property overlooking Taos. It backed up to 
the National Forest, where she found Penstemon crandallii  growing under the pinyon trees.  When they  
built their house, they decided they would not have any lawn grasses so the whole hillside became a rock 
garden filled with color for seven months of the year.  She brought plants from her former home in 
Connecticut and made them at home, but sought out western wildflowers and particularly penstemons and 
was very successful with them.  She and her husband George worked together on the garden and attended 
many APS annual meetings and helped with the planning and registration for the 1999 annual meeting, as 
well as hosting the attendees at their garden with wine and hors d'oeuvres on the second evening.  She had 
been fighting lupus for many years but a cold that turned into pneumonia was too much and she died in 
March of this year.   George is continuing to maintain the garden and said it was never better than this 
spring with all the moisture of the past winter and he would be glad to have anyone coming through Taos 
visit.  
      Submitted by Ellen Wilde 
 
 
 
Back Cover 
The Color Slide Collection 
 
  The Society has an excellent collection of color slides for loan to members,  garden clubs, classes etc., at no cost except return postage and 
insurance.  It consists of 95 slides that show many species as well as the differences between penstemons and close relatives and the botanical 
features that are the basis of subspecies classification.  It is accompanied by a script that describes the material in the slides.  Please give notice 
well in advance of the date you would like to borrow them, and they will be mailed at our cost several days in advance of the date you request.  
They should be returned within 10 days.  You may also request slides of individual species you are interested in, and I will send several slides of 
each showing close-ups, full plant and garden use if we have them.  Again, they will be mailed at our expense and should be returned insured at 
your cost within 10 days.  We regret that we cannot send slides outside the USA, but we will duplicate and mail specific slides, if requested, for 
$1.00 each.  

To borrow, contact Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe, NM 87505 
E-mail Wildenm@cs.com    Telephone 505-982-1406 

 
The Library 
 



 

 The Society has a library for use by its members.  Material may be borrowed free of charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional 
weeks.  The Society pays the postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage.  For a loan, please write: Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle 
Pinonero, Santa Fe, NM 87505. 
 Now available from the library: 
 Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society, 1946-present. 
  One issue borrowed at a time. 
 Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett 
  No. 1, Habroanthus; No. 2, Dasanthera; No. 3, Eastern Species; 
  No. 4, Anularius; No. 5, Aurator.  One number at a time. 
 History of the American Penstemon Society 
 Manual for Beginners with Penstemon 
 The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett 
 Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number 
 Penstemon in Your Garden, by Glenn Viehmeyer 
 The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstemon number 
 
 Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 
 

Penstemon Notes. 1991. 
Miscellaneous notes on the 
genus. $3.00 
Penstemon Field Identifier.  A 

sketch book of about 260 
species, arranged 

          geographically.  Cost:  (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15.00, Postpaid 
 Penstemon Nomenclature. 1989.  Lists all known botanical names applied to the genus. 
          Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00. NOW OUT OF PRINT; REPRINTED IN                     FUTURE. 
 Key to Genus Penstemon. Sections treated cover 271 species and 15 related species in five other                genera. Cost:  APS members 
(US/Canada), $9.00; overseas, $11.00,  Postpaid 
 What is a Penstemon?  Slide show of Penstemon. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00. 
          Slide program cannot be sent outside the US. 
 

For further information, write 
Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 
University Street, Eugene, OR 
97403.  Make checks payable 
to Kenneth Lodewick. 

 


